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1. Production for MY 2008/09 winter grains is forecasted to be lower than the previous year.
Production decreases are related to late rainfall during the start of season combined with below
normal seasonal precipitation. The predominantly rainfed northern governorates were impacted
the most with lower production also expected in central and southern governorates.

2. Archived Landsat 5 imagery from July 23rd, 2006 and recently acquired AWiFS imagery from
July 3rd, 2008 were compared for differences in summer crop cover in parts of Salah ad Din,
Diyala and Baghdad. Although the summer crop has not been fully established for the current
year, visual inspection revealed areas of substantially less crop cover and irrigated fields in 2008
(Figure 1). A multi-temporal change analysis illustrated areas of the most significant difference
(Figure 2). Salah ad Din seemed to be the least impacted of the three governorates.

3. A similar analysis was conducted using Landsat 5 imagery from July 14th, 2006 and AWiFS imagery
from July 3rd, 2008. The summer crop cover in parts of Babil, Karbala, and Baghdad was relatively
the same between both years (Figure 3).

4. NDVI time series data were extracted from MODIS 250-meter NDVI over larger summer crop
provinces. The graphics showed that beginning of season crop abundance is lower for most
provinces in comparison to the 5-year average. However, NDVI time-series for Karbala was near
average and slightly above 2005/06 crop season (Figures 4-7).
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Figure 1: Image comparison: July 23rd, 2006 and July 3rd, 2008.
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Figure 2: Change analysis: July 23rd, 2006 and July 3rd, 2008.
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Figure 3: Change analysis: July 14th, 2006 and July 3rd, 2008.
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Figure 4: NDVI time-series, Babil
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Figure 5: NDVI time-series, Diyala.
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Figure 6: NDVI time-series, At Ta’min.



FAS – Office of Global Analysis (OGA)
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

International Operational Agriculture Monitoring Program

www.fas.usda.gov For Information Call 8
216-525-0600
202-720-1071

Figure 7: NDVI time-series, Karbala’.


